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The Town Board, Town of Highlands, held a meeting on Monday, December 9, 2013 at Town Hall, 254 Main St, Highland Falls, NY at 7:00pm.

PRESENT:	Mervin R. Livsey	----	Supervisor
		William Edsall		----	Council Member
		James Stradley	----	Council Member
		June Gunza		----	Council Member
		Justin Rider		----	Counsel
		June Patterson	----	Town Clerk

ABSENT:	Holly Gokey		----	Council Member


Supervisor Livsey opened the meeting at 7:00pm.

AWARD CEREMONY – TOWN PD

Supervisor Livsey explained that Officers Erichsen and Larkin discovered a structure fire while on patrol and their actions were above and beyond their duty to make sure everyone was out of the building.  The Supervisor commended the Officers for their good work.

Chief Quinn said he would like to recognize Officer Erichsen and Officer Larkin for their exceptional job that day.  The Chief presented the Officers with certificates.

Laurie Tautel, Chief of Staff for Assemblyman Skoufis, presented the Officers with certificates from the Assemblyman.

HOMELAND TOWERS PRESENTATION

Supervisor Livsey said there will be a presentation from Homeland Towers.

Vincent Xavier from Homeland Towers explained that he is looking at two sites to put a tower on.  Mr. Xavier said the first site is the old Town garage and the second site is the current Town garage.  Mr. Xavier said these two sites will serve the whole community.

Council Member Edsall asked about the Holiday Inn site.

Mr. Xavier said that even if they chose the Holiday Inn site, there would need to be another tower north of that.  Mr. Xavier said he thinks the Town garage site is the best spot.

Council Member Edsall asked if the Polhemus tower helps the Town of Highlands.
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Mr. Xavier said it helps a little.

Public Comment:
Mike Colaccico stated that he, and many of his neighbors, are opposed to a tower being put at the Holiday Inn and also to the other ones being proposed.

Charlie Murphy asked who Mr. Xavier met with at the Village.

Mr. Xavier said he met with the Mayor.

Ms. Murphy said the current Town garage is next to developable property and there needs to be further discussion with the Village.

Ms. Murphy asked if the tower would help the radio situation in the Town.

Mr. Xavier said his company would make the top spot on the tower available for Emergency Services.

Ms. Murphy asked if Mr. Xavier had spoken to West Point.

Mr. Xavier said he submitted ideas to the Corps of Engineers, but it doesn’t seem to work with any of their properties.

Deborah Kopald said she doesn’t believe that Homeland Towers wants to provide phone service, but rather upgrade data services.  Ms. Kopald said a tower should be put on Route 293.

Mr. Xavier said they would not build a tower if they didn’t have a carrier for it.

Mr. Rider said the decision making authority is the Planning Board and this presentation is being made on their suggestion.

Council Member Edsall asked if an impact district could be done.

Mr. Rider said he would explore that.

John Blanc said he doesn’t believe a tower is necessary to get coverage and asked if there was a study available.

Mr. Xavier said this community has a cell phone service issue and that there is a study available.

Supervisor Livsey asked for a copy of the study/maps to display at the Town Hall.
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Ned Kopald asked Mr. Xavier to provide information to the Town Board and Village Board on the Polhemus tower.

Mr. Xavier said that information is part of the existing application and asked Mr. Kopald to come to the next Planning Board meeting and ask them to request the information.

Maureen Arias said she would like to see more information.

Mr. Xavier said the towers are safe and there are no proven health risks.

Supervisor Livsey thanked Mr. Xavier and asked for a copy of the frequency maps for him to have at Town Hall in case anyone wants to review them.

PUBLIC HEARING – RESERVE FUND EXPENDITURE FOR AWNING

Supervisor Livsey explained that a lot of work has been done in the basement and behind the Town Hall to prevent flooding.  The Supervisor said the next thing that needs to be done is to put an awning over the back stairwell to protect it from the elements.  The Supervisor said that after the awning, only generators will need to be installed to complete the project.

Public Comment:
None

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to close the public hearing.  Public hearing closed at 8:00pm.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Gunza made a motion seconded by Council Member Edsall to adopt the resolution authorizing an expenditure from the Town Hall Repair Reserve Fund for an awning at the Town Hall.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED: 	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
				0-nays
				1-absent (Gokey)
		
****RESOLUTION ATTACHED****

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment.
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MINUTES

Council Member Stradley made a motion seconded by Council Member Gunza to approve the minutes from the November 18, 2013 Town Board meeting.
MOTION CARRIED:	3-ayes	(Livsey, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-abstention (Edsall)
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Gunza made a motion seconded by Council Member Edsall to approve the minutes from the November 23, 2013 Town Board meeting.
MOTION CARRIED:	3-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-abstention (Stradley)
			1-absent (Gokey)

COMMUNICATIONS

Supervisor Livsey received a letter from Ray Devereaux about the signage in the Town and Village.

Supervisor Livsey said there are 0% home owner loans available and the information will be on Channel 23 and posted at the Town Hall.

Supervisor Livsey received a letter from Pat Pappacio thanking the Town for their help with the Hike and Bike.

Supervisor Livsey was informed by Comptroller Blauvelt that the Town was chosen for an audit and the tax cap is fine.

Supervisor Livsey received a letter from Assemblyman Skoufis explaining what is happening with the closing of Cornwall ER.  The Supervisor said Assemblyman Skoufis is hopeful that the request for a part-time emergency room might be denied.

Supervisor Livsey stated that the Comptroller was notified by FEMA that they needed a lot of information on the flooding for the new generators for the Sewer Plant and Town Hall.  Ms. Blauvelt gathered the information and submitted the Grant to FEMA.





TOWN BOARD								DECEMBER 9, 2013

FINANCIAL REPORTS, REQUESTS & RESOLUTIONS

Accounts Payable:
Supervisor Livsey said the Accounts Payable amount for November 15 was $303,320.26; the Water Project payments were $246,000; the Accounts Payable amount for November 29 was $66,000.

Supervisor Livsey has a budget adjustment from the Ambulance Corps.

Budget Adjustment:
Council Member Gunza made a motion seconded by Council Member Edsall to approve the budget adjustment of $16,200.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Budget Transfers:

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Gunza to transfer $3,450   from Court-Data Entry to Court-Uniforms.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Stradley made a motion seconded by Council Member Gunza to transfer $100 from Recreation-Year Round Contractual to Recreation-Vehicle Maintenance.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to transfer $255 from Town Clerk-Postage to Town Clerk-Other Expenses.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Gunza to transfer $100 from Town Clerk-Postage to Town Clerk-Training.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)
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Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Gunza to transfer $123 from Officials Liability Insurance to Municipal Dues.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to transfer $103 from Tax Receiver-Other Expenses to Tax Receiver-Surety Bond.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Gunza made a motion seconded by Council Member Edsall to transfer $10,389.50 from Legal to Police Retirement.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to transfer $3,500 from Liability Insurance to Compensation Insurance.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Gunza made a motion seconded by Council Member Edsall to transfer $655 from Sewer-Compensation Insurance to Sewer-State Retirement.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to transfer $16,000 from Grant Revenue Brooks Park to Parks-General Repairs.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)
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BOARD REPORTS

Council Member Edsall:
Council Member Edsall reported that he and Supervisor Livsey attended the Friends of Mine Dock meeting.  Mr. Edsall said their Charter was approved and they discussed insurance.  Mr. Edsall also informed the Board that the buildings are gone.

Council Member Edsall said he would like to move on the signage issue.

Council Member Edsall said the Supervisor wrote a letter had been written to Verizon about removing the poles and Assemblyman Skoufis’ office also sent a letter and there has been no response.  Mr. Edsall asked Mr. Rider what the next step would be.

Mr. Rider said he could prepare a letter or contact the Public Service Commission.  Mr. Rider said he would start with a phone call to the Commission.

Council Member Stradley:
Council Member Stradley welcomed Pat Patterson and said there were some issues that they would need to discuss.

Council Member Stradley reported that Recreation has no winter activities.

Council Member Gunza:
Council Member Gunza said the Ambulance has been very busy.  Ms. Gunza said that Capt. Stroppel and Asst. Capt. Byrnes just completed a Terrorism Awareness Class.  MS. Gunza congratulated the new officers of the Ambulance Corps.

Council Member Gunza said the Police Department is a good department and she is proud of it.

Council Member Gunza reported that Vision did an outstanding job decorating for the holiday.

Council Member Gunza congratulated all the newly elected officers of the Highland Falls Fire Dept.

Council Member Gunza reported that the food pantries could use some assistance.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

Supervisor Livsey reported that he recently swore in the new officers of the Ambulance Corps and said that he appreciates all the work that they do.  
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Supervisor Livsey said the Board needs to approve the top two officers.

Council Member Gunza made a motion seconded by Council Member Edsall to approve William Stroppel as Captain and Martha Byrnes as Assistant Captain.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Supervisor Livsey said there was a special meeting of the Town Board recently where the Board interviewed candidates for Highway Superintendent.  The Supervisor said the Board chose to hire Pat Patterson for the position.  Supervisor Livsey introduced Mr. Patterson.

Supervisor Livsey suggested to Council Member Elect Voltaire that she ride along with the Police and Highway Departments to get an idea of what they do.

Supervisor Livsey said he recently met with General Caslen and COL Rideout and explained how New York has Counties, Towns and Villages.  The Supervisor was asked what the General could do for the Town and he told him to open Mine Road.

Supervisor Livsey said he met with the Mayor and talked about consolidation of the Highway Departments.  The Supervisor said there will be a representative from the State Department here on January 6 to explain how it works.  The Supervisor said a lot of effort will be put into this.

Chief Quinn:
Chief Quinn suggested designating a parking area and transporting people to court to lessen the impact on the Village when day court takes place after the first of the year.

Council Member Gunza asked if the cases were new or old cases.

Chief Quinn said there will be all daytime court because there are no Court Clerks for nighttime.

GENERAL BUSINESS

PBA Negotiations:
Supervisor Livsey said the PBA contract expires at the end of the year and he would like to appoint Kelly Blauvelt and Council Member Gunza to be the bargainers.
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FM Fire Dept. Ice Skating Party:
Supervisor Livsey has a request from the Fort Montgomery Fire Department to hold an ice skating party on Garrison Pond this winter.

Council Member Stradley made a motion seconded by Council Member Gunza to approve the ice skating party with the conditions that the Fire Department coordinate with the Recreation Department and provide a Certificate of Insurance to the Town.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Resignation – Deputy Highway Supt.:
Council Member Stradley made a motion seconded by Council Member Edsall to accept Chris Dean’s resignation effective November 29, 2013.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Highway Department Update:
Supervisor Livsey said he already gave the update, but he explained to the new Highway Supt. about giving a Department Head report at the meetings.

Trailblazer:
Supervisor Livsey would like to drop the price of the Trailblazer to $3,500 and if anyone is interested they should call the Town Clerk.

Fees for After Hour Dog Calls:
Supervisor Livsey said Detective Bailey suggested that a $25 fee be charged to the dog owner when there is an after-hours call out.

Council Member Edsall asked what hours would be subject to that fee.

Mr. Rider said clarity will need to be given.

Supervisor Livsey said the Dog Control Officers need to be told what is expected of them.
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Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to adopt the resolution authorizing a municipal fee for Dog Control after hour calls.
RESOLUTION ADOPTED: 	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
				0-nays
				1-absent (Gokey)
		
****RESOLUTION ATTACHED****

Health Insurance Buyout:
Supervisor Livsey said that in past years eligible employees have received a health insurance buyout.  The Supervisor said there are five employees that are eligible and the cost is significantly less for the buyout than to pay the insurance premiums.  The Supervisor stated that the buyout is three months premiums and will begin January 1, 2014.

Mr. Rider said that Board is just re-implementing a past practice.

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Gunza to allow the eligible employees to receive the health insurance buyout.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Orange & Rockland Green Team:
Council Member Edsall said a survey was done at the Town Hall and he would like the Agreement signed so the work can be done to make the Town Hall more energy efficient.

Supervisor Livsey made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to authorize the Supervisor to sign the agreement with EnerPath Services, Inc. to replace and/or retrofit certain lighting equipment at the Town Hall at a cost not to exceed $300.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

PUBLIC COMMENT

Gus Koustourades congratulated the winners of the recent election.  Mr. Koustourades also asked the status of the water to the Fort Montgomery School and asked the Board to meet with Patrick Cahill.

Mr. Rider said he anticipates delivering a draft intermunicipal agreement soon.
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Mr. Koustouorades said the Library is in the process of getting an architect to renovate the basement and they will keep the Town posted.

Ray Devereaux said the Village and Town codes are different and asked for the Town to improve their code.  Mr. Devereaux asked the Board to do something with the signage.

Supervisor Livsey said at the meeting at the Marina there was discussion about closing the park for the winter.  The Supervisor said that, hopefully, something can be done during that time.

John Blanc said there is a drainage problem near his house that needs to be corrected.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Council Member Gunza made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to go into executive session to discuss a police personnel matter.  Board went into executive session at 8:55pm.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)

Council Member Edsall made a motion seconded by Council Member Stradley to close the executive session.  Executive session closed at 9:30pm.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)
ADJOURN

Council Member Stradley made a motion seconded by Council Member Edsall to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 9:31pm.
MOTION CARRIED:	4-ayes	(Livsey, Edsall, Stradley, Gunza)
			0-nays
			1-absent (Gokey)










RESOLUTION 

OF

DECEMBER 9, 2013

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING
 A MUNICIPAL FEE FOR 
DOG CONTROL:
AFTER HOURS CALLS

	Council Member Edsall moved the following resolution which was seconded by Council Member Stradley.

WHEREAS, Chapter 72, entitled “Animals” of the Town Code of the Town of Highlands, permits the Town Board to set fines and fees related to its Dog Control ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Town Board believes it is in best interest of the Town to establish a new fee to cover the additional administrative fees and expenses incurred by the department when it is required to respond to calls at off hours; and 

WHEREAS, the adoption of an authorized fee constitutes routine or continuing agency administration and management, not including new programs or major reordering of priorities that may affect the environment, and accordingly is a Type II Action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act.

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Highlands hereby authorizes the following fee related to Dog Control which fee shall be included on the schedule of fees of the Town at Chapter 109 of the Code of the Town of Highlands:

Later Hour Call Response:
	(1) When a dog control officer is called for service in the late hours of a day and is otherwise not on service: a fee of $25.00 shall be charged and must be paid by the owner 
          
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the foregoing resolution shall take effect immediately.









The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote on roll call which resulted as follows:

	James Stradley, Councilman		voting	Aye		

	June Gunza, Councilwoman		voting	Aye	

	Holly Gokey, Councilwoman		voting	Absent	

	William Edsall, Councilman		voting	Aye	

	Mervin R.  Livsey, Supervisor	voting		Aye










The foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a resolution duly made, seconded and adopted at a 
Meeting of the Town Board, Town of Highlands, on December 9, 2013.

___________________________________
	June Patterson, Town Clerk

